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Grebel & Coffee
May 1st
7:30 A.M. -10:30 P.M.
Pre-orders and help
welcome.

Communion ~
May 2nd

Communion will be
served after the
10:30 a.m.
service
in the chapel.

From the pastor’s desk...

Observing the National Day of Prayer —
It Begins with Us!

“I urge, then, first of all, that requests,
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be
made for everyone — for kings and all
those in authority,
that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.”
1 Timothy 2:1-2 NIV

Recently a U.S. district
court judge in Wisconsin ruled the National
Day of Prayer unconstitutional. The
decision has been appealed and the
President will go ahead and proclaim the
National Day of Prayer, in spite of the
judge’s ruling. Certainly if ever there was a
need for national prayer it is now with all
that is happening in our world. That said,
while officially proclaimed from the White
House, the observance of the day is only as
real and meaningful as you and | make it.
What difference does it make for a day of
prayer to be proclaimed if God's people
don’t pause to participate? Sometimes |
know we get discouraged, wondering how,
if and when, some prayers will be
answered. But the burden of the answer

does not lie with us. In fact, the whole
point of prayer is leaving our burdens with
God who is able and acts at once in
response to our individual prayers and in
the fulfilment of his broader purposes and
plan. One thing that has stood out to me
as we have been going through the Book
of Revelation together on Sunday
mornings is how God has chosen to
weave his direct response to the prayers
of his people into the unfolding of his
justice and deliverance in the last days.
Certainly Jesus’ disciples noticed that
prayer was central to our Savior’s life and
it was one day after he finished praying
that they asked the question that led to his
teaching them the prayer we call the
Lord’s Prayer. Over and over throughout
Scripture, we find God’s people calling out
to God in prayer and finding him all
sufficient in their times of need. That is
true for us as well.
To more fully observe the National
Day of Prayer here at Zion this year, |
would like to invite you to join with me as a
part of this church family and participate in
a 24 hour prayer challenge. It will only
take you 15 minutes and it will work like
this: At the church Welcome Center is a
(Continued on page 2)

Please Take note...

Mission Prayer Partners

for May, 2010...
2nd - Natl. Day of Prayer

9th- Zion CD/DVD Ministry
16th - Bhatti Family/India
23rd - Valley Evangelical Pastors

30th - Bud Acord/Muslims

Get your newsletter first and
in color if you receive it via
email. Just drop us a note at

zion@vistabeam.com and
we’ll put you on our email
list. Give itatry for one
month. . . if you don’t like it,
we'll happily
‘%&ﬁ switch you back.

[>< {

GOD’S
grace
Is
SUff[CIent,
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sign up sheet in which the 24 hours of May 6™,
2010 have been divided up into 15 minute blocks.
Simply sign up for as many time slots as you will
commit to spending in prayer or you may call the
church office to ask about available times and
have your name signed for the ones you commit
to. For some, it will mean praying the first thing
when they get up in the morning; for others it will
be during a coffee break or lunch hour; for still
others it will mean setting your alarm to get up and
pray in the wee hours of the night. You may pray
at home or at work or wherever you are. The
church sanctuary will be open for prayer from 8:30
a.m. — 3:30 p.m. that day including over the lunch
hour. You may pray alone or with others. You
may use a prayer guide that we will have available
the Sunday before or simply as the Lord leads
you. All we ask is that you fulfill as many 15
minute blocks as you sign up for and that you try
to do it at the time you have signed up for.
Thankfully, God is much more interested in our
hearts as we come to him in prayer than in lengths
and times of prayer; so if circumstances keep you
from praying exactly when you sign up and for
exactly so many minutes that's okay too. But let
us as least make the effort to come together as a
body and truly make this National Day of Prayer a
day filed with our praises, confessions,
intercessions and thanksgivings to our great and
awesome God!

Pastor Garry

FAREWELL OPEN HOUSE

for Tom and Sandi Hofmann,
Awana Missionaries

Zion Ministry Center
Saturday, May 8th
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

If you haven’t heard,
Tom and Sandi are
moving to Florida.

Our club and the other
clubs in Nebraska and
Wyoming will miss them greatly!

The Lilies given for our Easter Celebration
were donated by :

+ Barb Steffensen in memory of husband Don.
+ Jerry & Peggy Ross in memory of their parents.
+ Shirley Ruppel and the Craig Schadwinkel family in

memory of Harold Ruppel.

¢ Linda & William Ritts and Phyllis Mattern in

memory of Floyd Mattern.

¢ Lydia and Fred Bevins in memory of Tim Bevins and

Rick Bevins. e

Thank you for your generosity and
for brightening our celebration!

Our KCMI Broadcast for May
is given in by the
Todd Pieper Family.
Thank you for sharing in this
important ministry!

2% -

Please note: We still have June and
July open if you would be interested in
sponsoring a broadcast. Cost is $75.

MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET

Theme: Lamps of Motherhood
When: May 3rd
Time: 6:00 p.m. Q
Where: Zion Ministry Center
What to bring: One type of food on two plates or in
two bowils i.e. salads, sandwiches, fruit, etc.

Sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church
office to get your name on the list.
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Congratulations to. . .

.. .Fred Bevins who turned 91 years young on April 7th.

.. .Anna Schick on her birthday, April 5th.

.. .Stan & Dorothy Stricker on their 60th Wedding
Anniversary on April 23rd.

...our 2010 Confirmands: Kelsea Prieels, Keely Gloria, Holly
Walker, Kaylie Smith, Kyle Burton, Zach Phillips, Ryan
Schwartzkopf and Mathieu Prigels.

.. .Fred & Lydia Bevins on their 71st Wedding Anniversary
April 15th.

.. .Pastor Amos Harris on his birthday, April 29th.
Sympathies and condolences are extended to :

.. .John Minch on the passing of his son in Cheyenne.

.. .Dave & Elaine Stricker on the passing of Elaine’s mother,
Francis Fork.

.. .the many family and friends of Freda Hinkle.

.. .Fred & Lydia Bevins on the passing of Fred’s sister, Myra
Jean Rivett of Kentucky.

.. .Steve & Mary Loose on the passing of Mary’s brother
Byron.

.. .Gerald Rien and family on the passing of Gerald’s sister,
Sharon Bott.

.. .the many family and friends of Caroline Rexus.

Thank you’s

Dear Zion: Thank you for letting us use your gym. |
really appreciate it.
Thanks, Evan Hughes
(5th grade boys Jr. Bearcat Basketball)

Dear Zion Members and Families,

I would like to say a big THANK YOU for allowing
my team to practice this year in the Ministry Cen-
ter. We had a very successful and fun year. | am
so thankful for having a wonderful Church Family.

God Bless,
Gunnar Buchhammer

OPEN HOUSE INVITATIONS FOR THE

BOOK RECOMMENDATION for May . . .
<0  Bringing up Girls”

by Dr. James Dobson

$ Bringing Up Boys by parenting

expert and best-selling author Dr.
James Dobson was, and continues to be, a run-
away hit, selling more than 2 million copies to
date. Now, Dr. Dobson presents his highly antici-
pated companion book: Bringing Up Girls. Based
on extensive research, and handled with Dr. Dob-
son’s trademark down-to-earth approach, Bring-
ing Up Girls will equip parents like you to face the
challenges of raising your daughters to become
healthy, happy, and successful women who over-
come challenges specific to girls and women to-

day and who ultimately excel in life.

Did you know you can now listen and/or see our
church service to on your home com-
puter? Go to our website: o
www.zionscottsbluff.com @) (@)
and click on LISTEN ONLINE.
Find the date of the message you'd s
like to see or listen to and click on %{
that date. Be patient while it loads.

ZION CHURCH FAMILY

90th Birthday Open House @
for Esther Huber k. "

May 15th - 2-4 p.m.
Zion Ministry Center

=
e

Graduation Open Houses =** _
Ll for Jake Douglas i
I %{:}Wednesday, May 12th - 5-7 p.m. 4%
4\;\3% Zion Ministry Center

7o # Graduation Open House
% for Hilary Krantz
Saturday, May 15th - 4-7 p.m.
Hampton Inn & Suites

Graduation Open House
for Shaylah Schadwinkel
Sunday, May 16th - 3-6 p.m.
Zion Ministry Center
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~ AWANA NEWS ~

The first AWANA event in April was for the
AWANA Staff to serve Easter Breakfast to our church
family in between the early and late services. We had a
wonderful turn out and so appreciate the support of the
Zion Congregation. Thank you to the staff for providing
some very tasty breakfast casseroles and baked goods. 1
would especially like to thank Randy Stricker for taking
charge of things again this year in the kitchen to monitor
the baking of or keeping warm the breakfast casseroles.
As well as manning the dishwasher and whatever else was
needed. Thank you to those non-staff friends that helped
with clean-up!

Clubbers of the Month for March: Sparks - An-
drea Darley & Micah Schick; T&T - Tiersa Darley & Josiah
Ashford and Trek - Abigail Peterson. Clubbers of the
Month for April: Sparks - Allessandra Arnold & Jacob
Easton; T&T - Alyssa Hernandez, Anna Yanke & Spencer
Riddick and Trek - Mikayla Kreider. Congratulations, Club-
bers! We are so proud of you!

Sunday, April 18" was Compassion International
day and our own Linda Peterson and her family shared dur-
ing Council Time about this special ministry that gives us
the opportunity to “adopt” a child from another country
and financially support each month - and more importantly
pray for the child and their family. 1 was especially
blessed when Linda shared with me at the end of the eve-
ning that she watched as one of our Sparkys went and got
her aunt to look at the children’'s profiles to adopt and the
aunt ended up adopting a child!!!

Special thanks to the T&T Boys staff for hosting a
T&T Boys Overnighter on Friday, April 23, Unfortu-
nately, the rainy/windy/cold weather put a damper on their
evening as they had to cancel their annual hiking activity.
In spite of that, they still had a good time . .. and on a
positive note . . . it made for an easier clean-up the next
morning without the mud!!! ©

The last regular club night before Jamboree (our
closing awards program) has for years been designated as
Camp Rock night. Thank you to Jon & Michelle Fiester,
the directors and Wendy, one of the summer missionaries,
for taking time out of their busy schedules to come and
share with our clubbers. This time lends opportunity to
expose our clubbers and their families to this wonderful
local Christian summer camp who might not be aware of it's
presence in our valley. As well as getting the kids that
have gone in the past excited for the upcoming season!!!

Jamboree is scheduled for Sunday, May 2" at 3:30

p.m. This is our closing awards program for the club
year and all parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
etc. are invited to attend. However, even if you
don't have a child in the program, we would love for
you to come and see how hard the clubbers have
worked! Just a reminder to the clubber’'s parents
that are reading this: Clubbers need to be in com-
plete uniform and meet with their club director at
3:15 in their handbook time room - with the excep-
tion of T&T Girls who will meet in the Chapel. Please
help your clubber remember to bring their shares to
spend as there is no carryover to next club year.
We will have “sweet treat” refreshments after-
wards so please plan on joining us!!

Please join us on Saturday, May 8" as we
host an Open House for Tom & Sandi Hofmann to
celebrate the many years of service as Event Coor-
dinators in the Nebraska/Eastern Wyoming area.
We will be in the Ministry Center from 2:00-5:00
p.m. We hope to see many come from the Panhan-
dle/Eastern Wyoming area to bid them “farewell”
and to wish them well as they continue their
AWANA ministry in the panhandle of Florida as the
missionaries of an area that has not had anyone for
awhile! (Hey, Tom & Sandi . .. MOST people move to
Florida to retire!l! © HAlll)

For all clubbers that started and completed
a handbook this club year, you will be receiving an
invitation to a Reward Party at a later time TBA.
Thanks for your hard work!!!

~ The Commander Commentary ~
1. The last couple of years we have had an autistic
child participating in our Sparks club. There have
been some challenges causing us to question whether
we are making a difference in Tristan's life. But,
God is always there to show us that what we in our
humanness see or feel is SO OFF THE MARK of His
hand at work, His understanding, etc. We had a pre-
cious thing happen a couple of weeks ago during our
staff prayer time on the stage before club started.
Tristan's mom was waiting to speak with Martha, our
Sparks Director, and when we finished praying she
relayed the following to us: While we were praying,
Tristan quietly went over and sat on the steps lead-
ing up to the stage, folded his hands and bowed his
head as if he was praying with us. (This was defi-
nitely a “Kodak moment” that would have been so

(Continued on page 5)
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awesome to have captured “on film”!ll) Tristan has been
able to memorize scripture — completing one and a half
handbooks since joining our club. Special thanks to
Joan Harris for her patient, kind, godly example to
Tristan as she works with him each week!!!

2. 1 have had some wonderful reports from my club
directors in regard to the LIT's on staff. (LIT stands
for Leader In Training - normally a 9*"-12*" grade stu-
dent.) Zion has been so blessed with a great group of
young people (also a couple of students from other
churches) and it is so rewarding to see how they mature
as they take on this leadership role in our club. Thank
you to the following for your commitment to serving in
Zion's AWANA Ministry:

Kayla Cawley, Lexi Hale, Adam Harris, Timothy
Herman, Austin Kniss, Chad Nagasawa, Mark Pieper,
Zach Pieper, Carli Rose, Lindsey Schanaman, Alex-
andra Stricker, Allison Stricker, Kayleigh Schad-

winkel, Shaylah Schadwinkel and Zach Van Dyke.
You are the best!!!

3. Another testimony of God providing . . . Since our
very first club meeting 27 years ago we have kept our
weekly club dues at 25 cents. (Pretty good “deal”,
huh?) Well, after a recent club meeting, that following
week I'd decided I'd better get the deposit together . .
. opened the bag and there was not one but TWO one
I questioned my office staff
and they didn't know anything about it. Lori said that
when she dumped the dues collection envelopes into the
bank bag, she thought she only saw one $10.00 hill.
Needless to say, 1 was “hallelujahing”!!! ©

As we close out our 27" club year here at Zion,
my prayer continues to be that God will be honored and
glorified through our club. And that through our
staff's efforts, every child is being taught how to know,
love and serve the Lord! As we say “good-bye” to our
clubbers for the summer, 1 am asking that the Zion
Congregation be in prayer for our clubbers. For God's
hand of protection to be upon them not only for physi-
cal protection but Satan's attack on their spiritual
lives . . . THANK GOD, HE IS IN CONTROL! Have a
richly blessed by God summer!!!

Cheryl Rose,
Zion AWANA Commander

A CIRCLE OF PRAISE:
\\; May 1st at 6:00 p.m. ﬁ
A Taco Night ﬁ

O Sign up at the Welcome Center
Schick’s are your hosts for the evening!

ﬁ

CRAFT NIGHT - Craft Night will be May 17 at 6:30.
Bring a project and enjoy the friendship.

Jeremiah House -- Our last evening to serve at
the Jeremiah House ended very well. We arrived at
the at 5:00 P.M. There wasn't a soul around. We
had all our food ready and tables set. A mother and
three children came in wondering where to take her
children. Then Brian Hale came. He was confident
someone would show. He said if they have two kids
it is worth being there for them. Then all of a sud-
den 15 pre-school aged children came in to eat,
along with others. That was the most little ones we
have had at one time. They were so precious sitting
around the table waiting nicely for their food. The
next group filled the room with mostly girls. A Girl
Scout Troop came to learn about the Jeremiah
House. There was much laughter in the room.

We then served a group of boys and guys from the
La Grange Bible College. Everyone was polite. The
Rice Krispie bars were a hit. We sent some back
with the college kids that are always in need of
sweets. We had no food left at the end of the

night. Luckily, everyone was fed. We thought we
might need a miracle, as with the "fish and the
loaves of bread".

The most rewarding thing that happened
was watching a boy that had come for a few years.
This boy appears to have a bit of a learning disabil-
ity. When he began coming he displayed a negative
attitude. He could not attend for awhile due to this
behavior. He offered to help us clear plates, sweep
floor, and wiped the spilled food off the floor. He did
this all with a smile. God certainly changed his
heart.

A big thank you goes to Cindy & Armond
Orndoff, Helen Maier, Barb Steffensen and all the
people that helped by donating food items.

Serving for the Lord,
Terry Martin
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LADIES GUILD: The ladies met April 5th with 20
ladies present. Prayer requests were given and fa-
vorite hymns were sung. The minutes of the last
meeting were approved and a treasurer’s report
was given.

Old Business: Joyce Kautz reported on the
mats for the kitchen. They will run $78.64 for each
mat. As well, she reported that the floor in the
kitchen will be professionally cleaned after Easter.

New Business: There will be no Guild meet-
ing in May because of the Mother/Daughter Ban-
quet on May 3rd. The theme is “Lamps of Mother-
hood”. Each lady is asked to bring one type of food
(sandwiches/salad, fruit, etc.) in two bowls or on
two plates. It was decided that there would be
kitchen cleaning days of April 20th and 21st. Host-
esses for the meeting were Lucille Keller and Louise
Kniss.

Respectfully submitted,
Secretary, Helen Maier
Please note: There is a special Guild meeting May
10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

Missions - "Thank you for giving to the Lord."

After 17 years of service, Rick and Marie Parker will
no longer serve as Camp Rock Director nor as AMF Area Mis-
sionaries in the Panhandle. They are still AMF missionaries
but will be moving from Camp Rock. Any checks designated
to the Parkers will be sent to the American Missionary Fellow-
ship in their name.

If you wish to support Camp Rock, you donation will
be sent to Jon and Michele Fiester, the new Director of Camp
Rock.

Thank you for your continued support of our mission-
aries.

In His service,
Jerry Ross
Missions Secretary

SUNDAY SCHOOL: We had a wonderful Sunday
School Easter Egg Hunt. Praise the Lord that
we were able to have it outside. Several kids and
parents showed up, enjoyed a short devotion by
Pastor Andy and the fun began.

We are now looking at Vacation Bible
School. Mark your calendars for June 14-18 from
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. Please let us know if you
can help.

I read a neat devotion this week that I
wanted to share with you: A little lad was gazing

intently at the picture in the art store win-
dow: the store was displaying a picture of
the crucifixion. A gentleman approached,
stopped and looked. The boy, seeing his
interest said: “That’s Jesus.” The man
made no reply and the lad continued:
“Them’s Roman soldiers.” And after a mo-
ment: “They killed Him.” “Where did you
learn that?” asked the man. “In the Mis-
sion Sunday School,” was the reply. The
man turned and walked thoughtfully away.
He had not gone far when he heard a
youthful voice calling: “Say, Mister!” and
quickly the little street lad caught up with
him. “Say, Mister,” he repeated, “I wanted
to tell you that He rose again.”

Sunday School is need of pint jars
and lids/rings for Vacation Bible School.

We love your kids! Please keep
bringing them to Sunday School.

Sharon, Robin
& Deb

YOUTH:

As far as the junior high and high school
ministries are concerned, nothing in April was
out of the ordinary as all of our programs were
back on schedule. For me personally though,
April was full of extra activity. The month be-
gan with Easter weekend which is always full of
ministry opportunities. The following Sunday, |
was given the opportunity to preach for the
morning worship services. My Vicinage Council
was held on the Saturday after | preached.

Then on the Friday after that, several of
our Awana leaders and | held our annual T&T
Boys Overnighter from 7 P.M. until 7 A.M. Sat-
urday. | enjoyed each of these activities, but I
am hoping that May slows down just a bit. Al-
though with graduations and the end of the
school year, | am not really counting on that.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of the people who came to support me
at my Vicinage Council. On Saturday, April 17,
most of the area pastors from our conference
got together to test me in regard to my readi-
ness to become an ordained minister. The
process involved three hours of questioning on
all major areas of Christian doctrine. There was
a good sized group from our congregation who
came to witness the event. The thing I noticed
(and really appreciated) about the group that
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came was that it was not made up of only people in
the church who have had kids or grandkids who
have been involved in my ministry at the church. |
am consistently overwhelmed by all of the people at
Zion who support and encourage the youth minis-
tries of this church even though they do not cur-
rently have students who are directly involved. |1
have to say thanks again to the members of Zion for

the privilege to serve here and for the constant
prayers and support. It means the world to me.
Andy
General Fund for March, 2010

INCOME:

Sunday Offering 22,454.00
Fund Raising 976.60
TOTAL INCOME $23,441.33
EXPENSES:

Bldg. & Grounds 2,080.44
Fund Raising 770.52
Ministry 789.03
Missions 4 ,000.00
Office 1520.12
Staff Benefits 5,832.27
Staff Salary 5,249.31
Utilities 2,251.68
TOTAL EXPENSES: $22,493.47
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ 946.86

ion Church will be doing the
“Pie Shoppe”
at the Festival of Hope on June 19th
Mell Event Center.
&\V y Id help bake a pie
forthis'worthy and worthwhile
event that helps cancer victims
iNn our community,
please sign up at the Welcome Center.
-1f you have questions,
please contact
Joyce Kautz at 436-4477 or

Pat Stricker at 623-1005.
Thanks for your support and help!

Valley Mobile Food Pantry

May 28th at 1:00 p.m.
at the old Sun-Mart in Gering
NEEDED: canned goods,

mac & cheese and any other dry goods

Sponsored by: The Valley Evangelical
Pastor’s Fellowship

Looking to do a

> garage sale but

don’t have enough

“treasures’” of your

own to have one at
your home.

We have the answer!
The Financial Peace University class
IS sponsoring a garage sale,
June 5th from 7 a.m.—1 p.m.
in the Ministry Center where you can set
up a table or two (or more) for your
belongings and treasures.
Sign up at the Welcome Center
or call Sheri Schwartzkopf
with your questions
at 631-9098.

Special Voice of the Martyr
presentation by Hugh Smith,

May 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
Come hear about the persecuted church
around the world.

Questions: See Dan or Linda Peterson

The Voice of the Martyrs is a non-profit,
inter-denominational Christian organization
dedicated to assisting the
persecuted church worldwide.
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CONGRULATIONS TO ZION'S
GRADUATES:

Mariah busch
JAKE DOUGLAS
Hilary Krantz
Shaylah Schadwinkel
Anton Koncaba

God's greatest blessing
to you!

P.S. We would love to recognize any college
Graduates. Please contact the church office
At 632 8125 and we'll do a “Shout out”
in the next newsletter.

Please join us for
'the Ordination of

Pastor Andrew Griess

May 23rd, 2010

The details are still to be worked out

so watch the bulletin for further details.

A mother’s patience

A man observed a woman in the grocery store with
a 3-year-old girl in her basket. As they passed the cookie
section, the child asked for cookies and her mother told her
“NO.”

The little girl immediately began to whine and fuss.
The mother said quietly, “Now, Ellen, we just have a few
more aisles to go; don’t be upset. It won’t be long.”

The man passed the mother again in the candy
aisle. Of course, the little girl began to shout for candy.
When she was told she couldn’t have any, she began to cry.

The mother said, “There, there, Ellen, don’t cry.
Only two more aisles to go, and then we’ll be checking out.”

Later, the man happened to be behind the pair at the
checkout, where the little girl immediately began to clamor
for gum and burst into a terrible tantrum upon discovering
there would be no gum purchased today. The mother pa-
tiently said, “Ellen, we’ll be through this check out stand in
five minutes, and then you can go home and have a nice
nap.”

The man decided to compliment the mother. “I
couldn’t help noticing how patient you were with little
Ellen.”

“Ellen?” said the mother, “I’m Ellen. My little
girl’s name is Tammy!”
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