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7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
PRE-ORDERS and HELP welcome.
Sign up at the
Welcome Center!
or call 632-8125.
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News from Zion

Communion
will be served
January 1st
following the 10:30 service.

GREBEL & COFFEE
Saturday, January 7th

Welcome 2012!
“Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”
Psalm 90:12 NIV
As time marches on, as I get a little older every
year, I’m amazed at how fast time seems to fly.
Why didn’t it do that when I was learning
grammar back in elementary school? And oh,
for the endless days of summer when I was
young! As time get’s shorter, as I’m reminded
more often than I wish of the brevity and
preciousness of life, I ponder the verse quoted
above often. It’s from Psalm 90, a prayer of
Moses, and a Psalm worthy of your reflection
at the New Year on the swiftness of man’s
passing through this life. I used to set short
term goals on the New Year, make little
resolutions on things like exercise and weight,
family, life and work. Those little mile stones
can be helpful in marking progress along life’s
path. But more and more I see the need to
evaluate short term goals in a broader context
– asking the bigger question each New Year of
what my life is really about. Little goals should
be steps on a journey that’s taking us
somewhere. As life get’s shorter one pauses
to think – “Where am I going with all this?
What is my life really about?” Jesus offered us
the perfect target when looking at life’s big
picture when he boiled it down to this:
“Jesus replied: ‘”Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.’”
Matthew 22:37-40 NIV
Love God, love others. Love God by loving
others. That’s really the heart of it. Sound’s
simple but how to apply it? The fruits of the
Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 come in handy
here. Not just short term goals these should be
life aims that will build into your life and the
lives of those you love and work with. There
are nine of them, plenty for this old brain to
keep track of, but sufficiently specific to be able
to evaluate every day – am I aiming for what
will count long term? Here they are again in
case you forgot, framed as targets to strive for:
Be loving, be joyful, be at peace inside and
out, be patient, be kind, be good, be faithful,
be gentle, be self controlled.
And ask for the Spirit’s help along the way,
because these are fruits that only God can
bring forth within you.
Seeking God’s
forgiveness and asking the Spirit’s help to root
out the counterproductive opposites of these
things is helpful as well. So, DON’T be hateful,
bitter, distressed, rushed, cruel, bad, a traitor,
harsh, or out of control. Keep the positive fruits
in the forefront, root out their negative
counterparts and you will know God more
intimately and grow into a person that others
just want to know!
May God bless you and your loved one’s as we
welcome the New Year!

P l e a s e Ta k e n o t e . . .
Mission Prayer Partners
for January, 2012
1 - Our new year in Christ
8 - Marty & Karen Wilhelm/
World Outreach
15 - Bhatti Family/VOM
22 - Zion’s Radio Broadcasts
29 - Zion’s CD/DVD Ministry

Get your newsletter first and
in color if you receive it via
email. Just drop us a note at
zion@vistabeam.com and
we’ll put you on our email list.
Give it a try for one
month. . . if you don’t like it,
we’ll happily
switch
you back.

Pastor Garry

Decora
“Take tions
Jan 8th Down”
imm
follow ediately
ing the
10:30 s
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Pizza fo
r lunch
!
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Thank you to all who gave money
towards a poinsettia to decorate
the church. Our church looked so
beautiful and festive!
Barb Steffensen in memory of
Don Steffensen
Dave & Teri Erdman & family in memory of
Bob & Marty Erdman
2 plants for Roger & Norma Ray in memory of Norma’s
parents, 1)Ed & Martha Meisner and 2) brother, Donovan
Darlene Robertus in memory of husband, Roby Robertus
Amos & Violet Harris in memory of daughter, Janae
(Kenney) Harris.
Shirley Ruppel and the Schadwinkel family in memory of
Harold Ruppel
Jerry & Kim Doremus & family in memory of Nicholas
Doremus
2 plants for Bill & Shirley Loose in memory of parents
1) Sam & Mary Gorr and 2) Carl & Elizabeth Loose
Charlie & Jovetta Stricker in memory of Jovetta’s mother,
Kathryn Yekel and Charlie’s father, Fred Stricker.
3 plants for Lydia Bevins in memory of 1)Fred Bevins,
2) Tim Bevins, and 3) Rick Bevins

NEWS FROM ZION
General Fund for November 2011
INCOME:
Fund Raisers
$
1,104.00
Other Income
150.00
Special Income
1,358.17
Sunday Offering
16,108.00
Uncategorized Income
1,665.00
TOTAL INCOME
$
18,723.77
EXPENSES:
Bldg. & Grounds
Fund Raising
Ministry
Mission Fund
Office
Staff Benefits
Staff Salary
Utilities
TOTAL EXPENSES:

$

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

.......

$

1,737.82
48.75
1,011.58
4,483.00
734.64
3,508.15
5,754.34
906.47
18,184.75

$

539.02

.......

ZION’S Birthday
Gift to Jesus. . .
A grateful thank you to all
who gave to our Birthday Gift to Jesus.
Judy Kuxhausen received some much
needed funding to pay some of her expenses in this fight she is in with cancer.
We pray many blessing to all who gave towards this gift.

Elaine Stricker in memory of husband, Dave
Leah Dittenber and family in memory of husband, Rhine
Ruth Hein in memory of husband Floyd Hein
Bob & Norma Busch in memory of parents John & Mary
Schnell and Lydia Busch Mark

“The King will answer and say to them,
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it
to one of these brothers of Mine,
even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”
Matthew 25:40 NASB

Check the kitchen for
any funeral dishes
that might be yours.
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Book Recommendation for January. . .
The Pursuit of Holiness
by Jerry Bridges

Wednesday,
January 25, 2012
7:00 p.m.
∗
∗
∗
∗

On the Agenda for that evening:
Audit Committee Report
Approval of 2012 Budget
Nominating Comm. Report (see p.7)
Reports on recent projects:

Driveway
Marquee
HVAC

.......

.......

Our KCMI Broadcast for JANUARY is given
in loving memory of Floyd Hein from wife
Ruth Hein and family.
If you are interested in sponsoring a
month in loving memory or in honor of
someone, call the church office. The cost

What does holiness look like? For starters, it doesn't look anything like perfection. And
it doesn't necessarily look like victory. Mostly, it
consists of effort, prayer, grace, and obedience.
"Scripture speaks of both a holiness we have in
Christ before God, and a holiness we are to
strive after," writes Bridges. We can ignore neither Christ's role nor our own if we are to successfully pursue holiness. It is as simple as refusing to smudge the truth on a tax return or as
complicated as forgiving the person who has
most viciously hurt us.
Bridges takes holiness out of the realm of
the impossible and brings it into the real world
of your daily life and decisions. Whether you're
continuing your pursuit of holiness or just beginning, the principles and guidelines in The Pursuit
of Holiness will challenge you to obey God's
command of holiness.
Sympathies and condolences are extended to. . .
. . .Jake & Dorothy Kautz and family on the passing of
sister-in-law, Norma Kautz.
. . . Lucy Lupher and family on the passing of Lucy’s
sister, Rachel Gross.
. . .the family and friends of Anna Quelle
. . . Mick & Sharon Lemley on the passing of Mick’s
cousin, Norman Lemley.
Congratulations to. . .
. . .Erik Harris on his 26th Birthday, November 30th.
. . .George Schaaf on his 87th Birthday!
. . .Pastor Amos & Violet Harris on their 57th Wedding
Anniversary.
. . .Micah Schick on his birthday, December 26th!
. . .Pastor Garry on his birthday, December 31st!

is $75. All months are available except
Jan, Mar, June, Aug. and Sept.
Thank you to all who have given
throughout the years.

We are still recycling
printer cartridges and
cell phones - just bring them to
the church office…
...and we will do the rest!
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~ AWANA NEWS ~
We had only two club
meetings in December –
the 4th & the 11th. The 4th
was
pretty
much
a
“normal” club night with
the exception of the last
10 minutes. A couple of
months ago one of my
Trek leaders, Chris Hayden, asked me if I would
be interested in rewarding
a clubber from each of
the Sparks, T&T & Trek
clubs that had brought
the most visitors the first
half of the club year by
allowing them to throw a
pie in his face. Well, I
was definitely “game” to
do it, too!!! As I got to looking at the list, though – especially in the Sparks – there were 10-12 clubbers that
were tied with each of them bringing one visitor a piece.
I didn’t think it would be fair to do a drawing, so I asked
Chris if he would be willing to let the clubbers throw a
“pie” in our face for each visitor they had brought. He
heartily agreed! ☺ Between the two of us, Chris and I
had approximately 30 pie tins filled with whipped cream
thrown at us. As you can see from the picture, I cheated
a little by donning a shower cap, goggles and garbage bag
over my uniform – but, the whipped cream still managed
to run down under the garbage bag onto my uniform . . .
(Note to self:Whipped cream stains clothing!!! If anyone has any “Heloise Tips” to remove the stains, please
email me at mrsrosie@telecomwest.net! Otherwise, I
may be ordering another uniform!)
On the 11th, we had WONDERFUL weather to take
the clubbers caroling to
Zion’s shut-ins at Golden
Living Center, The Vet’s
Home, Wel-Life and The
Village. As the Commander,
I have stayed at the
church to have things
ready when the clubbers/
leaders return but because
of several of the leaders
having other commitments,

NEWS FROM ZION
we were a little short-handed. So, after 9 years of not
going, I went with the T&T group to help out. I am SO
GLAD I went!!! It was such a blessing!!! The young lady
at Golden Living
Center
that escorted
us through the
facility told us
when we left
that we were
the best group
that had come
to carol there!
I was told that
the
other
groups had similar comments as well. This was also our
night to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. We have such a
great group of Trek clubbers this year – most of the
time having around 15 clubbers and I was so proud of
them! They did an excellent job of decorating the
birthday cakes for Jesus and the wagons for the Puggles/Cubbies to ride in to The Village. Thanks to Pastor
Garry for sharing a
devotion with us
about the origin of
the Christmas tree
and even playing “O
Christmas Tree” on
his harmonica for
us. While the clubbers were enjoying
their cake, the “Big
Elf” (aka:The Commander☺) showed up to hand out a treat bag to the
clubbers and leaders.
During the two meetings in December, we had a
gift box sitting on the Check-In table that was for our
Love Offering Collection for Rick & Fairy Hattan and
Paul & Janet Harkness – our area AWANA Missionaries. A “secret Santa” showed up sometime before
club started that night and deposited five one-hundred
bills in there! I am so thrilled that we will be able to
give the Hattan’s & Harkness’s a nice Christmas gift.
Our Clubbers of the Month for November:
Sparks – Claire Powell & Adam Knaub; T&T – Hope Schanaman & Micah Schick and Trek – Megan Gifford. Way
to go, Clubbers!! I am also going to extend congratulations to the December Clubbers of the Month
(continued on page 5)
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continued from page 4

as it will be too long to wait until the end of January:
Sparks – Cloe Brannan & Nathan Schick; T&T – Hope
Schanaman & Aaron Reed & Trek – Jacob Pieper. Keep
up the great work, Clubbers!
The Staff will start the New Year out by gathering on January 7th for our annual Christmas party including a White Elephant gift exchange. Staff: You
should be receiving your invitations soon! Clubbers will
return on the 8th and we tentatively have a skating
party at The Playhouse Skating Rink planned. Flyers will
be sent out to clubbers/parents the week between
Christmas & New Year’s with our definite plans. After
that, we will begin practicing for Bible Quiz with our
T&T clubbers . . . and, before we know it, we will be closing out another club year!
For now, though, let’s slow things down . . . “Be
Still & Know” that He is God and Is In Control as we begin a brand new year that He has given us. To my fellow
Approved Workmen (that) Are Not Ashamed, let’s continue to serve the Lord together with great joy as we
strive to “reach boys and girls with the Gospel of Christ
and to train them to serve Him”!!!
God’s Richest Blessings in 2012!!!
Cheryl Rose, Commander
UDTEEditor’s addition: Randy Stricker was recently greeted
by Miss America, Teresa Scanlan, as she remembered
Randy from her AWANA days at Zion. Randy’s smile
couldn’t be any bigger!

CIRLCE OF PRAISE:

The Circle of Praise met on Friday, Dec.
16, 2011 for their annual Christmas Party with
28 people in attendance. The group held a short
meeting. The Cookie Walk brought in approximately $1000.00. Our next meeting will be a
planning meeting and will be held on January
14, 2012. Everyone is encouraged to bring
ideas for special projects for 2012.

Ladies Guild: The ladies met at The Steel Grill for
their annual Christmas Dinner and enjoyed a great
meal. Thank you, Sharon Lemley!! The Guild’s next
meeting will be held Monday, January 9th at 7:00
p.m. in the Oasis. Ladies, why not make plans on
being a part of this ministry in 2012!?!

.......

.......

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Merry Christmas to one and all!
As I am writing my newsletter, our Sunday
School Christmas program is just a few days away. We
have had amazing practices; the kids here at Zion are
so eager to serve the Lord. Our Christmas program will
consist of little ones singing and reciting verses, to our
older kids performing the musical "Dude! You Hear
What I Hear?” Sometimes it is hard to hear the real
message of Christmas because it gets lost in presents,
and the mall and all the commercial things that the
world has to offer. But if we really listen, we will hear
the true story of Christmas and how Jesus was born,
Savior of the world, and how He died for our sins; and
the great hope and joy we have knowing He will return
for us one day. I want to thank the parents who have
faithfully brought their kids to practice, and to everyone who helped out with our candy sacks. A special
thank you to Barb Kautz for always being there for us
whenever we need help and for doing our programs
for the Christmas program. We couldn't do this program with out Erik and Adam Harris. God has blessed
them so much with the talents they have, and they certainly used it for the Lord. Thank you to Zion’s high
schoolers. They are an awesome bunch of kids who
help in so many ways. They will be great leaders of our
church someday.
We want to wish everyone a blessed holiday
season and hope to see everyone in Sunday School for
the new year. God Bless!
Love Sharon, Robin, Deb.

.......
YOUTH -

.......

As a busy first semester of the school year
comes to a close, I feel really good about how all aspects of our youth ministry are going. Our junior high
outreach on Thursday nights has been especially successful. For the past few years, this ministry has been
going well because we have had great kids who are fun
to work with. The one negative in the past few years is
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

that the number of students attending has been down
just a little from some past years. This year, so far, we
have been back up in the number of students attending. The best part is that even with more student, we
have had very few disciplinary issues. The students listen well to the messages and seem to be very interested
in learning the story of the Bible. Many of the students
we have coming have heard some of the stories in the
Bible but have never been taught how all the stories fit
together to point to the greatest story of all - Jesus.
I've also been pleased with our senior high group this
year. We see a good sized group every Sunday night for
prayer/fellowship and every Wednesday for Bible
study. As busy as these students' lives are, I am thrilled
that these students make time two or three times a
week to make their faith a priority and be involved in
the life of their church. We ended first semester by
wrapping up our study of Colossians with this
group. When we return after Christmas break, we will
begin a study of Philippians. Both books, in my mind,
are perfect for this group because they are not too
challenging to understand but they challenge those who
understand them to choose to live lives that demonstrate the power of the Gospel to change lives. I think
these students are going to take that challenge seriously. One frustration with this group has been getting
the younger students to speak up and answer questions. In the past month or so, I have seen a few encouraging signs that indicate maybe they'll open up a
little more next semester.
As you pray for the young people in our church, please
pray that the faithful high school students we have will
apply what they learn and come out of their shell
so they develop into the leaders I know they can become. Please pray also for the salvation of junior high
students who attend on Thursday night who have not
yet made a decision to trust Jesus. Our goal is to make
the message of Jesus clear and challenge the students
to make a decision to trust him. Thanks for all you do in
support of this ministry.
Andy

.......

.......

We are reorganizing the Prayer Chain.
If you would be interested in being called
via the phone to pray for others or
would like to receive email prayer
requests, sign up at the
Welcome Center.

T h a n k yo u !
The Circle of Praise had their cookie sale
December 10th and again it was great.
We would like to thank everyone that gave
cookies. There were so many to select from and
all were wonderful.
Thanks to Janae Griess and Andee Musonda for their help with the advertising. A special thanks to all for the great help from Harold,
Joyce, Ruth Lela, Peg and Noni on Friday and Saturday.
May the Lord bless each and everyone!
Pat & Joyce
To Our Church Family ~
Thank you to our Zion Church Family for
all the cards, gifts and expressions of love and appreciation during this Christmas holiday! Zion is
truly a wonderful family of believers and we feel
blessed by God’s call to serve Him with you.
Pastor Garry, Bridget and family
Dear Zion Church,
We cannot thank the Lord enough for the way he
has blessed us with such a loving congregation to serve. It
is a real joy to minister to the families of this church.
Thank you to all those who blessed us with Christmas
gifts to brighten our holiday season.
Love,
Andy, Janae, Sarah & Josie
Dear Zion Church family - Thank you so much
for the many cards and gifts given to us during
the Christmas holiday. Please know how much
we appreciate your generosity and thoughtfulness. We treasure our relationships here at
Zion.
God’s best in 2012,
Dewey & Betty Brothers
To our Zion Church Family. . .
We could not be more fortunate than to have
such a church family as this!!! We have been so
humbled again by the many blessing and gifts received this holiday. Thank you so very much!! May
2012 bring you bountiful blessings from our Lord
and Savior. We love you all!
Barb & Steve Kautz
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MISSIONS:
Bruce and Julie Powell with Wycliffe Bible Translators ask for prayer for the following things: Pray for the Paul
Westlund family as they adjust to life without Paul (he died in an
airplane crash in Indonesia); praise that Adam has a job; pray that
Adam would adapt quickly and be able to perform his duties well
and pray that he will be God’s shining light in his workplace; and
pray for the Powell’s financial support.
Zion Mission Project to Operation Christmas
Child to the Denver Processing Center: On Monday November 28, 2011 Barb Kautz, Lori Reifschneider, Rich Riddick,
Martha and Ben Stricker, Dan, Linda and Abigail Peterson and
Angelique Sprock worked at their warehouse in Denver. 700,000
Christmas boxes were processed at this center during the three
weeks the center was open. The boxes we processed were to go
Mexico and Haiti. 97 million boxes have been given since Operation Christmas Child started. Their goal this year was 5.5 million
boxes to be processed in USA and 3.0 million boxes to be processed internationally.

Five million children have completed the Greatest Journey which is an exciting discipleship program that teaches children
to become faithful followers of Jesus Christ. We had an amazing
surprise when we went to work our morning shift! Franklin Graham, the CEO for Samarian’s Purse, was there to greet us, encourage us and share the vision of Operation Christmas Child with
all the volunteers at the processing center. We were treated to a
free lunch provided by Chick-Fil-A! Every few hours we were
asked to stop and pray for the boxes we were working with, for
the gospel to reach hearts for Christ and to give God the glory and
honor.
Erin Kampbell, with Avant Ministries asks for prayer
for her as she continues to adjusts to
life and ministry with her team in
Madrid. Pray for God to lead her to
Spaniards with whom she can establish relationships. Her greatest expense is learning the language. She is

asking for individuals to give a year end gift. If you give year
end gifts, would you consider giving toward her language learning for next year? She also is in need of additional ministry
partners to give on a monthly basis. You can contact her at:
www.madrid613.blogspot.com.
Rick and Fairy Hattan are very thankful for the
Awana Ministry Conference season that closed with 300 leaders
in attendance. They want to thank those of us at Zion for helping the children and young people of the High Pains come to
know, love and serve the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Thank you to all who gave to the Birthday Gift for Jesus. We had a great response and know that the Lord was
blessed by the generosity of Zion’s people. Zion, you are a
giving and loving family!
Linda Peterson

NOMINATING REPORT - 2012
Vice-President: Tim Kreider

2 year term

Deacons:

Dan Peterson
Todd Neu
_____________

2 year term
2 year term
2 year term

Trustee:

Erik Harris

2 year term

S.S. Supt:

Sharon Stricker

1 year term

Asst. S.S. Supt:

Robin Schadwinkel

1 year term

S.S. Treasurer:

Debbie Pieper

1 year term

Mission Secty.

Linda Peterson

2 year term

Nominating Committee:
Vice-President

_____________

Trustee Chairman

Gene Hoff

Harold Kautz

Ken Reifschneider

Auditing Committee:
Bob Wobig

Roger Schwartzkopf

Margaret Hancock

Melanie Kreider

8

1

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team II I
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:55 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
3:30 Awana Clubs

29

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team II
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:55 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
3:30 Awana Clubs

22

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team I
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:55 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
2:00 Vespers/Beverly
3:30 Awana
4:15 Vespers/Residency

15

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team V
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct
9:55 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
3:30 Awana/Skating Party
4:15 Vespers/Residency

10:30 New Years Day Service
w/Communion
10:30 KCMI Broadcast

SUNDAY

7:00 Over 40 Basketball

10:00 Bible Study/Village

7:00 Over 40 Basketball

10:00 Bible Study/Village

7:00 Over 40 Basketball

10:00 Bible Study/Village

7:00 Guild
7:00 Over 40 Basketball

10:00 Bible Study/Village

CHURCH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED.

MONDAY

30

23

16

9

2

3

10

17

24

31
10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

6:00 MOPS at Night

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

5:00 Jeremiah House

12:00 Men’s Bible Study
12:00 Women’s Bible

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

6:00 MOPS at Night

12:00 Men’s Bible Study
12:00 Women’s Bible

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

7:00 Church Board Mtg.

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

TUESDAY

11

4

ANNUAL CHURCH
BUSINESS MEETING
7:00 P.M.

25

6:30 7th Grade Confirmation
7:00 Choir
7:00 Brothers Bible Study
7:30 8th Grade Confirmation
8:00 Senior High Bible Study
8:00 Worship Team

18

6:30 7th Grade Confirmation
7:00 Choir
7:00 Brothers Bible Study
7:30 8th Grade Confirmation
8:00 Senior High Bible Study
8:00 Worship Team

7:00 Choir
7:00 Brothers Bible Study
8:00 Worship Team

9:30 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY

Zion Evangelical Church Calendar

12

5

7:00 Junior High Youth
7:00 Financial Peace Univ.

26

7:00 Junior High Youth
7:00 Financial Peace Univ.

19

7:00 Junior High Youth
7:00 Financial Peace Univ.

7:00 Junior High Youth

THURSDAY
6

27

20

13

Valley Mobile
Food Pantry
1:00 p.m.
Old Sun Mart - Gering

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
7

28

21

Circle of Praise

14

Awana Staff
Christmas Party

GREBEL & COFFEE
7-10 a.m.

JANUARY, 2012
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