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News from Zion

Communion
will be served
July 1st
following the 10:30 service.

F ro m t h e pa s t o r ’ s d e s k . . .
Good Thinking!
“Do not merely listen to the word, and
so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says.” James 1:22 NIV 1984
Which comes first – good thinking or
godly living?
Probably they feed
each other, but in a world where so
many hope to change their lives by
reading the right things, going to the
right seminars, learning the right
things I came across a thought the
other day that made me pause. The
author explained that in our culture
we tend to follow a Greek model of
learning that assumes right thinking
will lead to right actions. The Hebrew
model followed in Scripture, he
argued, turns this on its head – right
acting, he explained, leads to right
thinking. Rather than leading our
actions, our thoughts often follow
them, justifying them right or wrong
so that bad actions inevitably lead to
unhealthy and inconsistent thinking
patterns. As I have pondered this
thought I find that Scripture
encourages both healthy thinking and

healthy actions to feed and reinforce
each other, so perhaps it’s a bit like the
old question – which came first, the
chicken or the egg? We need both to
move ahead after all! But this much is
clear – of all the healthy thoughts and
good information that we take in, it’s only
what we put into practice that will
ultimately define not only the direction of
our thoughts – but our very lives!
James, the brother of the Lord, could not
have put it better: “Do not merely listen
to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.” Amen! Here’s to godly
living and good thinking!
Pastor Garry

P l e a s e Ta k e n o t e . . .
Mission Prayer Partners
for JULY, 2012
1 - Our country
8 - Ben & Becky Rivera/
Campus Crusade
15 - Hans/Marty Wilhelm
World Outreach
22 - Panhandle Love in Action/
Mobile Food Pantry
29 - Zion CD/DVD Ministry

Get your newsletter first and
in color if you receive it via
email. Just drop us a note at
zion@vistabeam.com and
we’ll put you on our email list.
Give it a try for one
month. . . if you don’t like it,
we’ll happily switch
you back.

Happy
Birthda
y,
America
!
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General Fund for MAY, 2012
INCOME:
Other Income
Fund Raisers
Sunday Offering
Uncategorized Income
TOTAL INCOME

$

$

EXPENSES:
Bldg. & Grounds
Fund Raising
Ministry
Mission Fund
Office
Staff Benefits
Staff Salary
Utilities
TOTAL EXPENSES:

$

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

.......

366.47
1,068.00
14,276.00
6.55
15,717.02

$

9,937.05
71.59
1,407.46
20.00
435.89
3,441.91
5,973.22
1,241.09
22,528.21

$

( - 6,811.19)

.......

Sympathies and condolences are extended to. . .
. . .the many friends and family Laurie Haugen.
. . .Carl & Rachel Meier and family on the passing of
their son, Gary Meier.
Congratulations to. . .
. . .to Kayleigh Schadwinkel on being selected the MVP
of the All-Star Volleyball game!
. . .Clyde & Lora Massingill on their 50th Wedding
Anniversary!
. . .Esther Schwindt on her 99th birthday on June 7th.
Wishes can be sent to her at: 2850 Camp Verde Dr.,
Las Vegas, NV 98121
. . .Emily Doremus on her birthday, June 12th!
. . .Duane & Karol Stricker on their Wedding
Anniversary on June12th.
. . .Vern & Evelyn Fegler on their 25th Wedding
Anniversary on June 13th!
. . .Beverly Ludwig on her birthday, June 13th!
. . .Pastor Andy on his birthday, June 13th!
. . .Pastor Andy & Janae Griess on their Wedding
Anniversary on June 13th!
. . .Harold Kautz on his 80th birthday, June 17th!
. . .Kelly & Shaina Stricker on the Wedding
Anniversary June 17th!
. . .Sharon Woznick on her 69th birthday.
. . .Ray & Marjorie Steyer on their 64th Wedding
Anniversary!
. . .Mildred Minch on her 84th birthday on June 22nd!
. . .Gene & Mildred Minch on their 63rd Wedding
Anniversary on June 25th!
. . .Nathan Schick on his birthday, June 27th!

Be sure to welcome the newest
member
to Zion’s church family:
Kim Busby

July’s KCMI Broadcast is given in
loving memory of Andrew Grentz, Jr.
from his wife Ruth Grentz and his family.
November is still available to sponsor.
Cost is $75.
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CIRCLE OF PRAISE:
Thank-you to all who brought pies for us to sell at
the Festival of Hope! The number of pies were down
from the past years, but we did very well! So again,
THANK YOU !!!!! We always save back 3 pies for the live
auction, and again, this year the results were great.
We auctioned a blueberry pie and it brought $130.00; a
blackberry pie that brought $140.00 and an apple pie
that brought $80.00. The total for the sale was approximately $600.00. Those working the sale were Joyce
Johnston, Joyce Kautz, Harold Kautz and Pat Stricker and
of course the most important workers of all. . .those who
made the pies. We hope to do the Festival Pie Sale again
next year.
Pat Stricker

.......

.......

Ladies Guild: The ladies met June 6th with 12
ladies present. Hymns were sung and prayers
given for those needing prayer. Devotions were
given by Linda Peterson entitled “The Praise of
His Glory.”
It was decided that there will be kitchen
cleaning day on Thursday, July 12th beginning
at 8:30 a.m. All help would be appreciated.
Hostesses for the evening were Linda Peterson and Lorrine Hein.
Helen Maier,
Secretary

.......

.......

MISSIONS CORNER:
What is Christian Missions?
Christian missions is following Christ’s call: sharing the Gospel with the lost world through God’s wisdom, strength and provision. Christian missions is obeying Christ. After Christ’s death and resurrection, He
commanded the disciples to share the Gospel, the message of His redemption. "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:19-20).
This Great Commission applies to Christians today.
Rather than a burden, obeying His call brings joy. We
should fulfill our mission not out of duty but love: “For
the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that
one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all,
that they who live should no longer live for themselves,
but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. . . .
Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to

Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). God gives Christians the
mission of reconciliation (Acts 1:8-9). He works through us,
calling sinners to turn to Christ in repentance and faith.
Christian missions is sharing Christ every day, everywhere to everyone. Our mission is proclaiming Christ as
the only way to abundant, eternal life. Whom do we tell?
Jesus made it clear that Christians are to reach out to “all
the nations” (Matthew 28:19). All Christians have the mission to share Christ on the home field with family, friends,
co-workers, and the community.
The Christian mission of sharing Christ does not
end with a sinner’s salvation. The commission was to
make disciples. Thus, Christian missions involves not only
evangelism but also discipleship.
Christian missions is relying on Christ. Sharing the
Gospel humbly, boldly, and passionately is our Christian
mission. But we cannot do it alone. While our mission is
sharing Christ, the power and results come from the Lord.
He gives us the wisdom, strength, and desire to witness!
Through our witness, He works repentance and faith in the
sinner’s heart (2 Corinthians 5:20-21).
Although it is God's work, Christians are responsible to understand the Gospel and have a strong relationship with Christ. “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet
with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put
to shame.” (1 Peter 3:15-16). Jesus assured that suffering
would accompany missions, but God uses it for good.
In sum, Christian missions is obeying Christ, sharing Christ, and relying on Christ. Specifically, God sends
missionaries through the support of the church to the unreached. All Christians, however, have the mission of reconciliation. The Lord works through all of us to rescue the
lost!
Linda Peterson,
Mission Secretary

Help our Mission’s giving:
Purchase something from the Community
Thrift Store, 1815 1st Ave., turn your
receipts into the church and we will
receive 10% back of our total receipts for
Missions each quarter.
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THANK YOU. . .
Thank you for being a part of
my graduation and for your gift.
Thank you for the “Streams in the
Desert”.
Cutler Busch
Dear Zion Family,
Thank you for supporting me through every step
of the way! And now, here I am, a high school graduate!
I really love the book you gave me! Thanks again.
Aimee Stricker
Dear Zion Family,
I am doing about the same health-wise. I miss
my home because I lived there all my life but my son
Dennis and grandson Paul take good care of me. The
Lord has blessed me with all these years. On June 9th
I will be 99. How time has flown. I miss seeing all the
familiar faces when I went to church. We have a nice
church here that we go to. Thanks for sending the
newsletter - I enjoy it.
Esther Ostermiller Schwindt

.......

.......

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Bible School 2012, The Son
Games. We had a great time at Vacation Bible School
this past week. We chose The Son Games because of
the summer Olympics being held in London this summer. The theme had a great message! The kids studied
with Andy about the life of Paul, and learned about running the real race of life, putting Jesus in the lead to direct our paths. We had a fun time with crafts, games
and snack time.
Our mission project for the week was Buckboard
riding. They brought a horse on Monday to show the
kids how they work with children with all kinds of disabilities, whether it is physical or emotional. The kids
were challenged to raise $300.00 and if they did so by
Friday, Andy Griess, Mark and Zach Pieper and Zach
VanDyke would be challenged to an obstacle course. We
are happy to say we raised $1,000 and were able to
present that check on Friday. Deb Pieper came up with
the obstacle course. She started them on scooters with
the driver blind-folded and the other person shouting out
which way to go; the point being, without God's direc-

tion, we are all blind and need Him to guide us
through life. They then had to do Bible trivia, jump
thru hoops and then do a “tug of war” blind-folded as
the kids watched and encouraged their favorite team
to win. How often in life do we pull at the rope of life
and want it our way instead of letting God lead? What
a great message for the kids. And way to go Deb!!!
The older kids made stepping stones - a huge
thank you to Claudette and Don Schmidt for donating
the materials and grout, and for physically helping the
kids make the stones. They also had an international
day of cooking. They made their own salsa, and enchiladas. Thanks to Shirley Ruppel for making Grebel.
We had garlic sausage and they made their own Italian sodas that were very yummy!!! On Friday, they
made caramel apple dip. The younger kids did some
tie-dying T-shirts and made megaphones.
It was a great week, but something that
topped everything was a little girl accepting Christ as
her Savior. She asked Andy a lot of questions, and
then wanted a Bible to help her. That is the main reason we have Bible School! We also had another family who brought some new neighbors to Bible School.
They have been trying out a lot of different churches,
and the kids went home and told their parents, "Mom
and Dad, we found a church!" Praise the Lord. We
are so blessed at our church with the church family
that we have, and we work together with the young
and the old.
Thank you to everyone who helped with Bible
School; all of our young people who helped and to
everyone who donated cookies and snacks of all kinds.
How we appreciate you so much!
We will be planning our annual Sunday
School/All Church Picnic for August. Details will be
coming out soon. We know it will be fun and we have
some surprises for you. Have a great summer and
remember we have Sunday School during the summer.
In Christ's Love,
Sharon, Robin and Deb
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YOUTH - Our summer activities have kicked off
and are going well. Each week we provide two
opportunities for our students to get involved. On
Wednesday night we are having Bible Study at the
parsonage and have opened it up to everyone junior high age and up. Each week we have had a
good group of high school and college aged students (and young adults) but very few junior high
aged students. We have been going through a
study and discussion about prayer for most of the
month of June. Our other weekly activity is an informal time of getting together each Sunday afternoon. This activity is open only to those who made
an effort to be in Sunday school and church that
morning. We decide after Sunday School what we
want to do together that afternoon and meet up at
my house. Lately with the hot weather we have
taken a lot of trips to the lake. Whatever we end
up doing is always a great time of fun and
fellowship. We have been taking lots of pictures of
these and other events and putting them on a
Facebook page called Scottsbluff Zion Pictures. We have had a nice group each week - a
mixture of junior high, high school, and college students. The amount of junior high students has
been a little disappointing because for some reason very few of them have been showing up for
Sunday School this summer. Our junior high and
senior high classes have combined for the summer, and we have a full classroom thanks mainly
to our high school and college aged students. We
are studying the book of Daniel over the course of
the summer.
In addition to our weekly activities, June
was also full for me because of three special
events. First, I was able to take a few days of vacation time to go camping and fishing with my dad,
brothers, uncle, and cousin. As always, we had a
great time together. As soon as I got back to town,
it was time for one of my favorite events of the year
- Vacation Bible School. This week of the year always provides me the best opportunity to begin to
really get to know and develop strong relationships
with the youngest of our kids. This year was no
different. There were a good number of kids and I
had a great time teaching the lessons and spending quality time just getting to know these kids. I
know of at least one girl who learned about Jesus
for the first time this week and put her trust in
him. Talking to her about her new faith in Jesus
made a great week even more wonderful. At the
end of the week of VBS, there was another special
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event - the Daddy and Me fishing event. We had another good group of kids, dads, grandpas, etc. yet
again. I had the special privilege of giving a brief devotional talk to the dads about the importance of talking with their kids about the truths of God's word each
day as they go about their lives. What made this opportunity special to me was not the fact I got to talk to these
dads but the assurance that I was talking to dads who
wanted to listen and who will take the things I shared to
heart because they are actively involved in the spiritual
training of their kids. I consider it a great privilege to
serve the families of this church, and I ask for your
prayers that God would continue to use all we are doing to help students know, love and trust him more.
Andy

Check the kitchen
for any funeral
dishes that might
be yours.

We are still recycling
printer cartridges and
cell phones - just bring them to
the church office…
...and we will do the rest!

Did you know you can now listen to and/or see
our church service on your home
computer? Go to our website:
www.zionscottsbluff.com
and click on LISTEN ONLINE.
Find the date of the message you’d
like to see or listen to and click on
that date. Be patient while it loads.

1

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team IV
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:50 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise

29

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team III
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:50 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise

22

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team II
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:50 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
4:15 Vespers/Residency

15

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team I
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct.
9:50 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
2:00 Vespers/Golden Living
4:15 Vespers/Residency

8

8:30 Worship & Praise
8:30 S.S. @ Heritage
9:15 Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 Prayer Team V
9:30 S.S. @ Zion & Emerald Ct
9:50 Take Twenty/Brothers
10:30 Worship & Praise
10:30 KCMI Broadcast
11:30 Communion/Chapel

SUNDAY

10:00 Bible Study/Village

10:00 Bible Study/Village

10:00 Bible Study/Village

10:00 Bible Study/Village

10:00 Bible Study/Village

MONDAY

30

23

16

9

2

3
Happy 4th of July 4

(Church Office is closed)

WEDNESDAY

8:00 Sr High Bible Study/
Parsonage

7:00 Choir Practice

9:30 Staff Meeting

11

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

31

24

18

8:00 Sr High Bible Study/
Parsonage

8:00 Sr High Bible Study/

25

8:00 Sr High Bible Study/
Parsonage

4C’s Annual Family Conference

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

17

Camp Rock Senior (13-High School graduate) Camp

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

10

5

26

19

Valley Mobile
Food Pantry
1:00 p.m.

Kuxhausen/
Coxbill
Wedding
Rehearsal

FRIDAY

27

20

13

6

7

14

28

Circle of Praise
to Playhouse

21

Kuxhausen/
Coxbill
Wedding

SATURDAY

JUNE, 2012

12

8:00 p.m. Zion Church Softball

THURSDAY

Camp Rock Intermediate (11-13 yrs old) Camp

7:00 Church Board Mtg

10:00 Bible Study/Wel-Life

TUESDAY

Zion Evangelical Church Calendar
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